Activity 7: Danger ranking
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This activity is suitable for: both large and small groups (two different options are provided) and is best if facilitated at each group by a leader.

Step 1
Make multiple sets of harms cards.  Print and cut them up, use coloured paper or enlarge them for easier use on the floor (Downloadable print friendly version above).
Step 2
Seat the group in a circle. In a large group, play the activity in groups of 10 to 12.

Explain that participants will be asked to rank situations involving alcohol from the least to the most dangerous. Each participant will be dealt a card. On that card is a drinking behaviour. Each participant in turn will lay their card on the floor on an imaginary line stretching from least to most harmful activity. As each participant places their card, they must explain why they chose that position for it. When they have their turn, they may change the positioning of any other card already placed, backing up this choice with an explanation. 

Step 3
Conduct the activity as described above. The discussion may highlight differences between cultures, parenting approaches and gender perspectives. Make sure all viewpoints and differences are acknowledged and respected.

Step 4
On returning to the larger group it can be interesting to see the top three and bottom three behaviors which groups identify.

Another version of Activity 7 

This activity is suitable for: a large group of people.

Step 1
Give each person a copy of the harms cards printed out on a single sheet of paper. Ask them to prioritise the harms from one to 16.

Step 2
Ask the audience to form groups of three and discuss the differences or similarities in their harms ladder.

