Activity 8: Parent/student role-play

This activity is suitable for: small groups of 6-10 people with 4 people taking the part of the people in the role play and the others providing feedback.  

Step 1
Assign characters to four people in the group. You do not need to have parents playing parents, young people playing young people - in fact it can be more interesting if you have parents playing the teenage children, and vice versa!    

Characters
Mrs Healy and Mr Healy, their children Mark (aged 17) and Fran (aged 15)   

Step 2
Set up a 'lounge room' for the role play with two chairs facing two other chairs, in front of the rest of the group.

Read out the background to all people in the group to set the scene for the role play.  

Background
When Mark and Fran's parents return home following a night away, their neighbour informs them that their home was the venue for a party the night before.

The parents are angry and upset as they were not aware that their children had planned a party. The neighbour informs them that the party was very noisy with lots of young people drinking, playing loud music and that at one stage she saw Fran drinking out of a bottle of scotch.   

The parents react differently to this news.  Mr Healy is somewhat angry and aggressive, whereas Mrs Healy is calmer, reasonable and concerned about the potential harm her children may have experienced.  They decide to discuss what happened with their children and call Mark and Fran into their lounge room.

Step 3
Ask the four characters to act out how they think their character would react in this situation.  Explain that there are no right or wrong responses to this situation and that the aim is to explore the different points of view of each of the characters and to provide some insight into how each one might be feeling. 

Step 4
Ask the group (including the actors) to provide feedback on the role play and to raise any issues raised by the characters that they feel are important. 

Some of the issues that may be raised as part of this role play are: breaching trust, communication, telling the truth, different expectations of sons and daughters, damage to property and dealing with conflict.  

The following questions may be useful to prompt discussion 
1. What are the main issues for the parents?

2. What are the main issues for Fran and Mark?

3. How appropriate is the reaction and behaviour of the parents communicating with Fran and Mark? Could the parents have handled the situation better? 

4. What are the main consequences for Fran and Mark of this event?  

5. How will this affect relationships within the family? 

6. What are the longer term implications for the family? How could these be addressed? 

